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April 2016
Dear Lemhi County Resident,

We need your help! Lemhi County is embarking on an initiative to assist communities in reducing risk from natural and man-made hazards. This questionnaire is designed to help us understand your perceptions of disasters. We are developing a strategic plan to prioritize activities to assist Lemhi County communities and residents to reduce their risk from natural disasters. The information you provide will help improve coordination of risk reduction activities within the County.

Your returned survey indicates your willingness to take part in the study. Your participation in this study is voluntary. All individual survey responses are strictly confidential, and are for research purposes only.

Your opinions are important to us. Please return your completed survey no later August 5, 2016 by email janet.lemhicounty@centurytel.net,  or mail to, addressed Lemhi County Emergency Service 200 Fulton Street suite 102, Salmon Idaho 83467
If you have questions regarding the survey, feel free to contact the Lemhi County Emergency Services 208-756-2815*266 Thank you for your participation!

Sincerely,

Ms. Janet Nelson Coordinator, Lemhi County

Emergency Services

1. What town do you live in or near?  

2. Have you ever experienced or been impacted by a disaster (a sudden event bringing great damage, loss, or destruction)?
  Yes (please explain): 

  No
3. How concerned are you about the possibility of our community being impacted by a disaster?
  Extremely concerned

  Somewhat concerned

  Not concerned

4. Please select and rank (by placing numbers 1-5 in the boxes) the five (5) highest hazards facing your neighborhood:
  Blizzards/Ices Storms/Winter Storms

  Hail

  Storm Water Erosion

  Hazardous Materials

  Dam Failure

  Land Subsidence (e.g. sinkhole)

  Drought

  Landslide/Mudslide

  Earthquake

  Lightening

  Expansive Soils

  Nuclear

  Extreme Cold

  Terrorism (bombs/biological/chemical)

  Extreme Heat

  Tornadoes

  Fires

  Volcanoes

  Air Quality

  Flooding – Canal

  Flooding – Flash (Riverine)

  Wildland Fires

  Insect Infestations

  High Wind / Wind Storms

  Air Quality

  Other (please explain):

5. Is there a hazard not listed in this survey that you think is a wide-scale threat to your neighborhood?
  Yes (please explain): 

  No
Note:
Please read before answering questions 6 and 7.
A “flood” as defined by the National Flood Insurance Program is “a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of two of more acres of normally dry land area or two or more properties”.   Flood zones are geographic areas that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has defined according to varying levels of flood risk. These zones are depicted on a community’s Flood Hazard Boundary Map or Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  It's important to know that if you have a Federally backed mortgage on a home located in a high-risk area, Federal law requires you to purchase flood insurance. Also, if you've received a Federal grant for previous flood losses, you must have a flood insurance policy to qualify for future aid.
6. Is your home located in a floodplain?
  I don’t know

  Yes

  No
7. Do you have flood insurance?
  I don’t know

  Yes

  No
If “No”, why not?
  Not located in a floodplain

  Too expensive

  Not necessary because it never floods

  Not necessary because I’m elevated or otherwise protected

  Never really considered it

  Other (please explain):

8. Have you taken any actions to make your home or neighborhood more resistant to hazards?
  Yes

  No
If “Yes”, please explain:
9. Are you interested in making your home or neighborhood more resistant to hazards?
  Yes

  No
11. What is the most effective way for you to receive information about how to make your home and neighborhood more resistant to hazards?
  Newspaper

  Television

  Radio

  Internet

  Mail

  Public Workshops/meeting

  Other (please explain):

12. In your opinion, what are some steps your county or city government could take to reduce or eliminate risk of future hazard damages in your neighborhood?
13. Are there any other issues regarding the reduction of risk and loss associated with hazards or disasters in the community that you think are important?
14. A number of community-wide activities can reduce our risk from hazards. In general, these activities fall into one of the following six broad categories. Please tell us how important you think each one is for your community to consider pursuing. (See next page)
1. Prevention
Administrative or regulatory actions that influence the way land is developed and buildings are built.

Examples include planning and zoning, building codes, open space preservation, and floodplain regulations.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
2. Property Protection
Actions involve the modification of existing buildings to protect them from a hazard or removal from the

hazard area. Examples include acquisition, relocation, elevation, structural retrofits, and storm shutters.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
3. Natural Resource Protection
Actions that, in addition to minimizing hazard losses also preserve or restore the functions of natural systems. Examples include: floodplain protection, habitat preservation, slope stabilization, riparian buffers,

and forest management.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
4. Structural Projects
Actions intended to lessen the impact of a hazard by modifying the natural progression of the hazard.

Examples include dams, levees, canals, detention/retention basins, channel modification, retaining walls and storm sewers.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
5. Emergency Services
Actions that protect people and property during and immediately after a hazard event; examples include warning systems, evacuation planning, emergency response training, and protection of critical emergency

facilities or systems.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
6. Public Education and Awareness
Actions to inform citizens about hazards and the techniques they can use to protect themselves and their

property. Examples include outreach projects, school education programs, library materials and demonstration events.

  Very Important
  Somewhat Important
  Not Important
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